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Where your entire journey is an adventure. Experience an area like no other,
with outstanding natural landscapes and stunning coastal terrain; read on to
discover this ancient mystical land, its people, wildlife, and culture.
Immerse yourself in our domain #heartofargyll.

Welcome to the Heart of Argyll
THE Heart of Argyll stretches from
the picturesque fishing village of
Tarbert, Loch Fyne, in the south to
Loch Craignish and Kilmelford in the
north, over to Knapdale and Crinan in
the west, across to Inveraray and Loch
Awe in the east; with Kilmartin Glen
in its midst, we offer you some of the
most beautiful scenery in Europe.
Ready for a relaxed, peaceful
adventure.?
Our landscape and its history has
developed over millennia, so why not
stay a while, expand your time horizon
and explore more of this truly special
area.
The smaller roads and tracks that
meander through our rugged natural
landscape deliver you to stunning
castles, secret beaches, fishing villages,
outstanding national nature reserves

protecting rare and endangered species
and “Britain’s most beautiful short cut”,
the outstanding feat of engineering that
is the Crinan Canal.
This guide shares some of the hidden
gems and our favourite places and
a handy list of our accommodation
providers so you can also choose
somewhere amazing to stay locally
whilst you explore all that we have to
offer; less time travelling, more time
experiencing life in the heart of Argyll!
Whether you live here already and
you plan to get out and explore more
or are planning to visit when you’re
able, wherever you head in the Heart of
Argyll, we guarantee fresh air and plenty
of space to explore with walks, cycle
routes and some truly remarkable picnic
spots.
Delve deeper in the Heart of Argyll.

Carnassarie Castle, Kilmartin Glen; Marc Pickering
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Why we love the Heart of Argyll in Autumn:

■ The forests, woodlands and magnificent open gardens glow with fire-bright
Autumnal colours.

■ Nature’s bounty provides nuts, berries, fruit and mushrooms for our astonishing
■
■
■

wildlife preparing for winter.
Stags roar on the hillsides and our busy beavers stock up their lodges with bark
and twigs ready for colder days.
Earlier sunsets and later sunrises, mean it’s not just the larks and night owls
amongst us who can experience their beauty.
Our forests and lochs are often swathed with early morning mist.

Spending the day exploring our
countryside, coastline and villages on
foot, by bike, a boat or kayak trip or
with a knowledgeable local walking
/ foraging guide provides the perfect
excuse to sit by a fire, wrap yourself in
cosy blankets with a warming drink and
coorie in.
Follow the links to browse the
extensive range of accommodation
on offer; from independent Hotels all
in spectacular water-side locations
including the mighty Loch Awe,
beautiful Crinan Canal or stunning
Loch Fyne, coastal holiday parks and
glamping, beautiful B&Bs and a distinct
selection of self-catering properties of
all sizes.

You’ll find a warm welcome to suit all
budgets and requirements. You can even
bring your furry friends – many of our
attractions, places to explore and to stay
are pet friendly.
Explore our exceptional food offering
with oodles of local fresh produce,
talented chefs and home-bakers. We also
boast fabulous vegan and vegetarian
specialties as several of our members
form the heart of the UKs first Vegan
food trail.
The Autumn season is a wonderful
time to explore the sights, sounds and
tastes the Heart of Argyll has to offer
so why not start planning your welldeserved break now.

The top four things to do in the Heart of Argyll
1. Bury yourself in History
HISTORIC Kilmartin Glen has the most
important concentration of Neolithic
and Bronze Age remains in mainland
Scotland.
At least 800 ancient monuments, of
which 150 are prehistoric, lie within
six miles of Kilmartin village. Kilmartin
Museum is the perfect start to your

exploration of 6,000 years of human
history.
The museum is closed for its multimillion pound redevelopment
throughout 2021/22.
However, you can buy the the guide,
In The Footsteps of King, direct from
their website so you can still learn how
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Inverary Castle and Gardens
people have gradually shaped the
extraordinary environment you see
today with hundreds of prehistoric sites
including burial cairns, rock carvings,
standing stones, forts and stone circles.
IF social history is of interest you
can get a fascinating insight into the
‘Upstairs and Downstairs’ of life in
Argyll through visiting the beautiful
Inveraray Castle, walking through
the Royal Burgh of Inveraray,
visiting Inveraray Jail and finally
taking a trip to the Auchindrain
Township a few minutes further up
the A83 at Auchindrain.
This settlement is the last surviving
and best preserved farm township in
Scotland. Today it stands much as it
did in the late 1700s.
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Every Wednesday afternoon until the
end of October there is a free guided
walk through Kilmartin Glen starting
from the Village Green.

If you are heading to the historic
fishing village of Tarbert, be sure to
explore Tarbert Life first.
Their on-line exhibition explores the
local history of the village from the
days of King Robert the Bruce to the
building of the harbour, the fishing
trade, farming and Tarbert mart.
From herring girls to the shops and
industries of yesterday, Tarbert Life will
help you understand the story of this
picturesque village.

Auchindrain Highland Township Museum, Auchindrain

2. While away the time with Wildlife
IF you like wildlife and are interested
in the natural world, the obvious place
to start is Argyll Beaver and Wildlife
Visitor Centre at Barrandaimh.
The highly knowledgeable staff at
the centre can also fill
you in on local things
to see and do after
you have explored
the way-marked
trails and exceptional
viewpoint, sat quietly
in the wildlife hides,
discovered the beaver
signs, viewed the
webcam footage or
taken part in a themed
event exploring
different aspects of
the natural world.
Check the website for
opening times and events.
Knapdale is famous, of course, for the
Scottish Beaver Trial that ran from 200914. The beavers are here to stay, and
more are currently being introduced into
the area.
The Beaver centre is located in a
400-year old farm building in Knapdale
Forest, just a few hundred metres from
the nearest beaver lodge. Later additions
include a cruck-frame barn and what
must be Scotland's most striking
composting toilet, built in the style of a
Norwegian mountain hut.
The centre runs a series of guided
walks throughout the year to explore
the habitat of these amazing engineers
and the many animals and plants that
benefit from their activities.

Or maybe some wild foraging, be it
sorrel, birch sap or chanterelles!
So, if you want to meet our local moths,
listen to our bats, explore our seashores
and ponds, or discover the weird and

Beaver, Philip Price, Loch Visions
wonderful world of fungi, we will have
an activity to suit.
We also have lots of children's activities
at the centre from things to make
and do, special events and discovery
sheets to help them create their own
adventures.
At our centre you will find expert
information on where to get the best
chance of sighting anything from an
otter to an adder.
We can also tell you all you need to
know about Knapdale's other unique
attractions.
A short stroll from the Beaver centre
takes you to a stunning viewpoint
overlooking the Add Estuary, Moine
Mhor, Kilmartin Glen and even across the
islands in the Sounds of Jura and Luing
towards Mull.
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Sea Eagles, Heart of Argyll

3. Immerse yourself in Water
IF boats and water are your thing, try
out the Steamer Terminal and Egg
Shed in Ardrishaig, at the eastern sea
lock or Crinan at the West.
Argyll Kayaks shop by the Egg Shed
in Ardrishaig provides for all your
watersports needs. They also have kayaks,
SOTs or SUPs and safety kit for hire, you
can even hire yourself a local guide!
The towpath along the Crinan Canal
offers you a fabulous opportunity to
explore this wonder of late 18th and
19th century engineering which links
Loch Fyne to Loch Crinan. It was created
as an alternative to the lengthy and
unpredictable sea passage around the
Mull of Kintyre.
Along the nine miles of Scotland’s most
beautiful shortcut, you can discover
the stunning surroundings of the Add
Estuary and local coastlines or just sit and
while away the hours watching boats
navigating the locks.
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There are more watery adventures to
be had with amazing boat trips, there is a
choice of trips to suit your needs usually
from March through to October, Venture
West remains in the water all year round
for charter.
They leave from Tarbert Harbour /
Portavadie (Fyne Sea Tours), exploring
the ancient harbour and surrounding
islands in Loch Fyne, the longest sea
loch in Scotland. On the other side of
the peninsula cruising in the Argyll Hope
Spot waters there are options from Crinan
Harbour (Venture West), Crinan (Crinan
Classic Charters), or further north on Seil
Island (Sealife Adventures).
Venture West and Sealife Adventures
run regular trips to the famous
Corryvreckan whirlpool. This magnificent
tidal whirlpool is the third largest in the
world.

Crinan Canal

The boat owners also offer special
day trips to areas in the Inner Hebrides
such as The Garvellachs or Staffa to
see puffins or the unique archaeology
and geology of the area. The Skipper
of Crinan Classic Charters is also an
artist and offers bespoke charter trips
island hopping including painting in the
summer months. Check their websites
or social media for more information.
All our boat trips immerse you in
incredible wild coastal scenery and
provide fabulous opportunities for
spotting wildlife; the highly experienced
skippers navigate the local islands and
inlets searching for eagles (golden and
sea), whales, porpoises, dolphins, seals,
basking sharks and amazing seabirds.
Our sea life is astounding and
recognised as such with the Sound of
Jura being a Marine Protected Area
and the Argyll Coast
and
Islands here

designated as the first mainland UK
Mission Blue Hope Spot.
Whether pottering on the shore or
taking a boat trip with one of several
operators in the area there’s every
chance of seeing minke whales, white
tailed sea eagles, bottle-nosed dolphins
or even a vast basking shark. You
may even find one of the egg cases
of the giant flapper skate, the species
protected by this very special area.
You can search for the most recent
whale and dolphin sightings and learn
about the ‘hotspots’ for sightings and
even report your own and be part of
a fabulous conservation and scientific
research project with the Hebridean
Whale and Dolphin Trust. To learn more
visit their Whale Track website and
download their free App.
If you want to literally immerse
yourself in water there are plenty of
opportunities for wild swimming
in the crystal-clear tidal
waters of Loch Fyne, Loch
Crinan, Loch Craignish, Loch
Sween, Loch Caolisport or
the Sound of Jura from a
variety of easy-access pebbly
coves and beaches. The
heated community swimming pool
in Lochgilphead reopens at the end of
2021.
Puffin on Lunga; Victoria Winters
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4. Get back to Nature
KNAPDALE is Scotland’s Nature
Treasure Chest.
Within our stunning mosaic of forest,
coast, loch, moorland and seashore
are all of Scotland's iconic animals:
Golden eagles, red squirrels, otters, pine
martens, red deer, harbour seals, hen
harriers, ospreys and basking sharks
plus the official beaver re-wilding
project where the beavers are free to
colonise and roam the inland Lochs and
waterways of Knapdale.
Our Atlantic Rainforests teem with life
from tree-top to forest floor. One glen
may hold 100's of species of lichens,
bryophytes and fungi. Lungwort, yellow
specklebelly, Wilson's filmy fern, hazel
gloves, dog tooth lichen; the names are
as strange and wonderful as the lives of
these organisms.
Rare butterflies such as marsh
fritillaries have a stronghold here along
with purple hairstreaks and hawk moths.
There are fascinating nature
reserves and forest walks throughout
The Heart of Argyll, each offering
unique experiences plus
some
beautiful easy
walking
and
picnic spot
options. Details can
be found in the next
sections.
You can take to
the waters in a

sea kayak or explore our land on foot
with experienced guides at Wild Argyll
and Heathery Heights or join our local
photographers Wildlight Explorers or
Loch Visions on their specialist trips on
land and sea to experience The Heart of
Argyll up close!
The National Kayak trail follows our
pristine shores.
If you like your outdoors a little more
‘managed’ the Designed Landscape of
the National Trust for Scotland Crarae
Gardens, on Loch Fyne is a plant hunters
paradise.
Emulating a Himalayan gorge with
stunning rhododendrons, azaleas and
magnolias amongst immense trees from
all continents, this garden is a special
place.
There are
Champion Trees
dotted throughout
the gardens and
one of the three UK
National Collections of
Nothafagus, the Southern
Beech.

Marsh Fritillary Butterfly
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Go Wild and Explore ...
Take a B road trip, meander along routes off the beaten track that lead you
to castles, chapels, ancient gravestones, abandoned villages, stunning
coastal views, sparkling white beaches and rock pools.
There are wonderful walking routes, paths and trails throughout the area,
we feature 50 of our favourites on our website; seven out of the 11 MidArgyll Forest access routes are in the Heart of Argyll, there are also cycle
trails, including National Cycle route 78, some of our local buses carry bikes
so you won’t necessarily have to cycle both ways! Call West Coast Motors
on 01586 555881 to check out the options. Heathery Heights also offers
bespoke guided walks and forage trips in the Heart of Argyll and beyond.

The Kilberry Loop - (B8024)
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HEADING south towards the Kintyre
Peninsula, just before the excellent
Argyll Backpackers and Travel Lodge
at Inverneil, the B8024 offers you
the opportunity to take in a 30mile single-tracked loop through
magnificent scenery, past white
beaches at Ormsary near the head
of Loch Caolisport and just beyond
Kilberry on Loch Stornoway.
The café at the wonderful Port Ban
Holiday Park is a welcome stop and the
award winning red-roofed Kilberry Inn
is definitely a destination for a special
evening meal.
Kilberry is also the home of the Kilberry
Sculpted Stones, a collection of early
Christian grave markers and medieval
carved grave slabs and the excellent
wood-working artist studio and
workshop at Bole The Gallery.
The B8024 loop returns along West
Loch Tarbert to the A83 just North
of the wonderful fishing village of

Tarbert, which deserves a page in itself;
and within sight of the entrance to
Stonefield Castle Hotel.
This Scottish Baronial Castle Hotel is
open to non-residents, for excellent
food, coffee, afternoon teas or cocktails.
The Castle is situated in magnificent
gardens and grounds which are well
worth exploring, including the tiny
Barmore island accessed via causeway
with magnificent views up and down
Loch Fyne.
Just before Ormsary, the Achahoish
branch road turns into an alternative for
route for walkers and cyclists beyond
Achahoish Church, with Columba’s Cave
and then on to Kilmory Chapel and
beach (one of the best in the area) to
rejoin the B841/B8025 described in the
next section.

Beach at Port Ban: Portban Holiday Park

Arichonan deserted township, Kilmartin Museum

Rewilding, Natural and Historical Wonders - (B841/B8025)
JUST north of the town of
Lochgilphead at Cairnbaan the B841
Road is the beginning of a myriad of
exploring options.
The Cairnbaan Hotel is an old coaching
inn, it is a great starting point especially
if you’re in need of a pitstop.
There are side trips to be had from
Cairnbaan with footpath access to the
Neolithic carved rock outcrops above
Cairnbaan.
The way-marked trails trail to Britain’s
most extensive carved ‘cup and ring’
symbols on rock outcrops at Achnabreac
and also to Dunardry Forest Walks are
both within sight of The Cairnbaan
Hotel.
The B841 to Crinan runs alongside
the Crinan Canal with plenty of
opportunities to stop and watch the
boats navigating the canal locks.

Just before Bellanoch the road
branches to the south on the B8025
south which takes you up past the Heart
of Argyll Beaver and Wildlife Centre and
to the Knapdale walking trails around
Loch Coille-Bharr and Barnluasgan.
You can also explore the abandoned
townships of Arichonan and Kilmory Oib
from here.
Just around the corner you will also
find the start of the Ardnoe cycle trail
which takes you along forestry tracks
above the coastline to Carsaig Bay and
Tayvallich.
You have a choice of exploring either
side of Loch Sween. The east-side is
accessed via an unnamed road through
Achnamara which takes you to the 12th
Century ruins of Castle Sween and the
ancient Kilmory Chapel and beach.
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THE west side follows the B8025 to
the fishing village and harbour of
Tayvallich.
An unnamed road takes you to
Taynish National Nature Reserve, or you
can continue on the B8025 down to
Keillmore, to explore Keills Chapel and
a Thomas Telford designed pier at the
end of the road, with magnificent views
across the Sound of Jura.
Carsaig Bay at the other end of the
Ardnoe Cycle trail is also worth a visit.
At Taynish you will find ancient Atlantic
oak woodland clinging to steep-sided
ridges that run into the sea, tidal races
where otters and seabirds forage for
food, coastal grasslands, home to rare
marsh fritillary butterflies, a multitude of
summer migrant songbirds.
Taynish teems with wildlife. Taynish
has trails to suit everyone, from a few
hundred yards to several miles
and you can choose from
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gentle strolls, woodland walks and
testing climbs.
Whilst you are exploring look out for
the work of local artists that appear
every Summer and be sure to visit
the Poet’s seat and catch up with the
thoughts of other visitors.
In partnership with Scottish Natural
Heritage, Artmap Argyll artists showcase
their work through an Art Trail at Taynish
NNR which is open for the summer
season.
The Tayvallich Inn and Tayvallich
General Stores and Café both offer
exceptional local produce and
imaginative cooking to suit all tastes
from breakfasts or morning coffee, light
lunches to a full restaurant menu.
There is a seasonal passenger ferry
to Jura that operates from Tayvallich
Harbour.

Castle Sween; Victoria Winters,
Heart of Argyll

Crinan Basin, Crinan Canal;
Peter Sandground

If you stay on the B841, following the
Crinan Canal to its terminus you end
up in the old fishing port of Crinan
and Crinan Harbour.
Crinan Harbour is the starting point for
a fabulous walk through the woods to
the Sailors Grave at Ardnoe Point or up
to the ruins of Dounie Castle with farreaching views up and down the Sound
of Jura along part of the Ardnoe Cycle
trail. Venture West Boat Tours operate
from Crinan Harbour.
Crinan itself marks the end (or start)
of the Crinan Canal. The canal sea lock
and basin sit below the wonderful
Crinan Hotel, with its seafood bistro, bar,
award-winning seafood restaurant and
the charming coffee shop right next to
the canal basin and lock. Crinan Classic
Charters operates from the Crinan Hotel.
Crinan is the starting point for the
Woodland Trust managed circular walk,
the woodland trail is well worth the
haul to the top through the oakwoods.

The views are gorgeous and span the
Atlantic isles of the Inner Hebrides.
The wood is home to many species of
birds and our iconic red squirrels. The
trail also takes you past an abandoned
settlement called New York, which was
part of the accommodation for the
workers building the canal and returns
along the canal towpath.
The canal towpath is an easy choice
for walking, cycling or running along
the entire length of the Canal. You can
choose how far to explore.
Turning to the North off the B841
heading onto the B8025 North (signpost
Oban) over the swing bridge at the
canal takes you across the Add Estuary;
Islandadd Bridge is a favourite spot for
bird-watching and otter spotting.
You can travel across the magnificent
Moine Mhor ‘The Great Moss’ is a raised
bog that is slowly being restored to its
former glory through the patient efforts
of Scottish Natural Heritage.
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One of the rarest habitats in Europe,
the Moss is a fantastic place to catch a
sunset through the mass of cotton grass
that abounds every summer, or hunt
for golden-ringed dragonflies, the UK’s
largest species.
Hen harriers roost here in winter and
short-eared owls nest on the Moss in the
spring, whilst ospreys will plunge into
the Add Estuary for a tasty sea trout.
You can take the Tileworks Trail
from the reserve car park to enjoy a
unique view of the bog from the trail’s
boardwalk. It is a great place to spot
dragonflies and lizards on a sunny
afternoon.
Don’t miss the left turn at the next
tiny cross-roads for the unnamed
road to Crinan Ferry, the track to this
tiny community culminates in a huge
expanse of estuarine and tidal beaches.
If you stay on the B8025 this ‘back
road’ takes you through one of the
world’s most significant archaeological
landscapes, Kilmartin Glen, before re-

Taynish Art Trail (Artist-Melanie
Chmielewska); Arthur Ker
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joining the A816 just south of Kilmartin.
According to Historic Environment
Scotland, no other place in Scotland
has such a concentration of prehistoric
carved stone surfaces, and Neolithic and
Bronze Age monuments with over 800
scheduled monuments within a 6-mile
radius.
The Lady Glassary Wood carpark just
before the main road gives you easy
walking access to Nether Largie standing
stones, Nether Largie South cairn and
Temple Wood stone rings.
Once you re-join the main road
you are in sight of Kilmartin, another
opportunity to stop and explore our
ancient history. Kilmartin church and
graveyard also house some magnificent
examples of medieval sculpted stones.
Only a couple of minutes further up
the main road is Carnassarie Castle.
This largely unaltered 16th Century
tower house and hall was built by John
Carswell, the Bishop of the Isles.

Nether Largie, Kilmartin Glen; Kilmartin
Museum

Temple Wood; Kilmartin Museum

Awesome Loch Awe - (B840)
IF you continue North up the A816
you can take the B840 to Ford and
from here you have a choice in how
you explore the length of Loch Awe.
If you take the unnamed single track
road to Dalavich for the Avich Falls
and waymarked trails in the Dalavich
Oakwoods, there’s a shop and vegan
friendly cafe in the village. Looping over
the hills past Loch Avich returns you to
the A816 Oban road at Kilmelford and
CatchaCarrot Vegan Cafe or The Room at
The Top restaurant.
Remaining on the B840, travelling up
the east side, be prepared for the longhaul with this single-track road, which
follows almost the full length of Loch
Awe, the longest fresh-water Loch in
Scotland.
However, Portsonachan Hotel and
Lodges offers a welcome break and

Ben Cruachan
opportunity for coffee and cake or a
drink and a meal and time to relax on
the banks of the Loch.
They also have boats for hire and a
jetty. A short distance further you join
the A819 enabling you to return via
Inveraray or turn up towards Dalmally
for a heart-stopping glimpse of what
surely must be one of Instragram’s most
featured castles in Scotland (certainly
in the Heart of Argyll), the 15th Century
Kilchurn Castle, once a Campbell
stronghold, which contains the oldest
surviving barracks on the mainland.
Although most people just photograph
the castle from the road – there is
a carpark off the A82 just past the
T-junction and it is a short flat walk to
the castle itself.

Kilchurn Castle on Loch Awe
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Derelict pier at Airds

Reaching into the sea - (B8002)
IF you continue on the A816 past
the turning to Ford you can explore
the ruggedly beautiful Craignish
Peninsula by taking the B8002 to
Ardfern.
The Galley of Lorne Inn and Lucy’s
café provide options for a pit stop here.
Ardfern Yacht Centre has a well stocked
chandelry including famous brand
clothing and footwear.
The road ends at the derelict Airds Pier
which would have been a welcome sight
for the cattle which were once swum

View to Sound of Corryvreckan
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across from Islay and Jura on their way
to inland markets in central Scotland.
The pier and Loch also featured in
‘From Russia with Love’. There are
glorious views across towards the Gulf of
the Corryvreckan whirlpool.
YOU can find more information on
all of these ideas and their precise
locations, nearby amenities places
to stay including contact details
together with news on local events
by visiting www.heartofargyll.com
Please remember if you are out and
about in the Heart of Argyll, keep
any dogs under close control and
be aware of the livestock and
wildlife around you.
Take responsibility for your
own actions, respect the
interests of other people and
care for our environment.
Please check before you roam:
www.outdooraccessscotland.com

Kilchurn Castle

Walking & Cycling in Argyll ...
THERE are over 50 way-marked walks and trails in the Heart of Argyll from
600metres to long distance routes passing through. Each of our B-road
trips link to a series of walks to or around the special sights that have
been highlighted earlier in the guide. Many of the forest trails managed
by Forestry and Land Scotland are cycle friendly and SUSTRANS
Route 78 bisects the Heart of Argyll.
The new pan Argyll bikepacking (gravel /
mountain bikes) trail travels through
the Heart of Argyll, section 2
from Tarbert to Oban can be
found here

Common Lizard at Moine Mhor Tileworks Trail Heart of Argyll

Dunadd Fort, Heart of Argyll

Local Produce Tip: Shop
online Aray Fish (fishmonger,
greengrocer & deli products)
for refrigerated delivery to
the area including the holiday
parks and self-catering
properties.
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Our History ...
KILMARTIN Glen right in the
centre of the heart of Argyll is
home to internationally significant
prehistoric and early historic
sites and monuments, making it
mainland Scotland’s most important
archaeological landscape.
There is a wealth of prehistoric
monuments, including the densest
concentration of rock art of anywhere
in Britain, a unique Neolithic and Bronze
Age linear cemetery, the remains of one
of Scotland’s largest timber circles and
Dunadd Hill Fort, which was home to the
earliest Kingdom of the Scots.
Many of the ancient artefacts found
in the Glen are also of international
importance and include rare jet
necklaces and one of Britain’s earliest
‘Beaker’ pots.
Some 6,000 years ago, or thereabouts,
someone placed a flint tool in a pit in
Kilmartin Glen – to give thanks for a
successful hunting trip perhaps? Since
then this place has become special to
many generations.

Neolithic and Bronze Age peoples built
tombs to house their dead here. Some
carved the rocks with thousands of
enigmatic designs. Others erected stone
circles and standing stones, the purpose
of which inspires speculation today.
Later peoples, named Scotti, created a
kingdom that spanned whole regions of
what is now Scotland and Ireland. The
Scotti chose to site the capital of this
medieval sea kingdom at Dunadd, in the
heart of the Glen. They held power for
more than five centuries.
In all, over 800 monuments and site
have been found here. These testify
to the skill, ingenuity and firmly held
beliefs of the thousands of generations
who called Kilmartin Glen home.
This is what makes Kilmartin Glen one
of the most significant archaeological
sites in the world. For 20 years,
Kilmartin Museum has been collecting,
conserving, and revealing the stories
of this special place and the artefacts
found here.
This is our national story, one where
the place and the people who shaped
it in prehistory led to the emergence of
Scotland as a nation.
The area also has exceptionally rare
natural heritage. If you want to learn
more about the Glen and its history you
will find links to podcasts and a short
film on our website.
Rock Art at Cairnbaan: Heart of Argyll
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The Dalriada Heritage Trail ...
THE Dalriada Heritage Trail links Carnasserie Castle through Kilmartin Glen
and the Moine Mhor National Nature Reserve to Dunadd Fort and on through
ancient Atlantic oak woodlands to the
Crinan Canal and Achnabreac cup
and ring marked rocks. The Trail can
be enjoyed in its entirety or in small
sections from car parks at Carnasserie
Castle, Kilmartin, Moine Mhor
National Nature Reserve, Dunadd
Fort, Achnabreac and Dunardry on
the Crinan Canal (one mile west of
Cairnbaan).

Galleries, Shops & Places to Eat ...
Royal Burgh of Inveraray
BEAUTIFUL Inveraray is a traditional
county town of Argyll and the
ancestral home of the Dukes of Argyll.
The new town was founded in 1745
on the site of an old fishing village
where Loch Fyne meets Loch Shira and
is, of course, on the doorstep of iconic
Inveraray Castle.
Attractions such as the Castle, gardens
and grounds and Inveraray Jail are very
popular with our visitors. The Dun Na
Cuaiche Woodland Walk is a circular
1.5 mile trail through
Inveraray Castle estate to
the wonderful viewpoint at
the summit.
The George Hotel, is a
must-visit; the family and
dog friendly pub is full of
character with roaring log
fires and a beer garden,

and is at the heart of Inveraray. Loch
Fyne Hotel Spa offer visitors a spot of
luxury and The Inveraray Inn has a casual
conservatory restaurant overlooking
Loch Fyne and a traditional pub-style
bar.
The Royal Burgh, also boasts a
wonderful array of independent shops,
butchers, galleries, cafés and restaurants
to suit all budgets. One of Inveraray’s
top places to eat is Samphire, a small
seafood restaurant, and Brambles Café &
Cont. over ►
Inveraray
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Inveraray
Bistro is perfect for light bite, coffee and
cake.
If you are looking for retail therapy
MacIntyres and The Inveraray Woollen
Mill have everything you need from
exclusive country clothing to bargain
cashmere and woollen offers.

A few new enterprises are The
Chocolate Box, offering a dazzling array
of chocolate treats and The Hive selling
select gourmet products, handmade
art and beautiful jewellery plus the
Tipsy Laird, providing an opportunity to
stock up on groceries and treats for your
larder!

Lochgilphead
LIKE Inveraray, Lochgilphead is a
planned town at the head of Loch
Gilp, a branch of the longest sea loch
in Scotland, Loch Fyne.
The town was laid out in the late
18th Century alongside the road from
Inveraray to Campbelltown, which
became the A83.
The town’s importance grew after the
opening of the Crinan Canal in 1801
and again after completion of a road to
Oban in 1830. You can also access the
canal towpaths at Oakfield Bridge, just a
couple of minutes’ walk from the centre
of the town.
The picturesque setting and charming
town centre has attracted many
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film-makers with scenes being filmed
on Lochgilphead’s streets for movies
including “633 Squadron” “From Russia
With Love” and “Love You To Death”
among others.
The architecture includes 18 listed
buildings and old maps from the 1800s
reveals locations of a woollen mill,
distillery and gas works among other
sites.
Prominent Lochgilphead exports
include the Argyll Turbo GT sports
car, which was constructed by Bob
Henderson on Manse Brae, where it is
still to be found today.
Lochgilphead is the administrative
centre of mid-Argyll and, as well

Lochgilphead

as a local hospital with A&E dept, the
town offers the largest supermarket,
two petrol stations, The Riverside Filling
Station is conveniently located near the
Crinan Canal and a mooring spot so
passing boaters can use it too, two banks
and many opportunities
for stocking up on local
products.
Lochgilphead has
a lovely selection of
independent shops
including a butcher,
fishmonger and
delicatessen, a selection
of cafes and places for a light bite
including The Salty Dog Cafe, several
art and craft galleries plus gift shops,
The Square Peg a quirky myriad of shop
fronts offering gifts, toys, cards, seconds

and a takeaway for hot drinks and
snacks, Bluestone, The Archway Gallery
and Artshop and a specialist sweet shop,
The Sweetie Jar. Fyne Tackle caters for
outdoor and country pursuits and they
also provide local fishing permits.
The independent
bookshop Argyll Book
Centre contains our
Visitor Information point
with free wi-fi, maps,
leaflets and on-line
access computer/printer
so you can print tickets if
Lochgilphead you need to.
Love Dove Studio showcases original
art, crafts and floral design.
Facilities in the town include the
swimming pool, sports centre, bowling
green and golf club.

Tarbert
TARBERT Loch Fyne is an historic
fishing village overlooked by the
Royal Castle of Tarbert.
The harbour, built by
Thomas Telford, is the
focus of the village,
accommodating shops,
hotels, restaurants and
houses. A walkway around
the harbour connects
the village with the busy
marina.
Tarbert is situated at the
north of Kintyre and gives
access to the ferries to Islay,
Gigha, Arran, Portavadie
and further afield, during

the summer, from Campbeltown to
Northern Ireland and Ayrshire.

Tarbert Castle
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Tarbert
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Tarbert is renowned for its festivals.
Starting in May, the village hosts the
Scottish Series, Britain’s second largest
yachting regatta. Following on, are
the Seafood Festival, Traditional Boats
Festival, biennial Viking Festival with
Tarbert Fair in July. Autumn sees the
Music Festival, Book Festival and the
Christmas Fayre.
The village has a full range of
accommodation, hotels, bed and
breakfasts, static caravans, camper van
hook-ups and glamping pods.
Restaurants, cafes and takeaways serve
food for all tastes while those who are
self-catering can buy the freshest fish
and shell fish, meat and vegetables from
traditional fishmonger, butcher and
green grocers.
Visitor services are also provided by
the bank, post office and health centre.
There are galleries and gift shops, a wellstocked small supermarket, an organic
skincare and fragrancing Workshop
and Spa; we even have the candlestick
maker.
For those who want to be a bit more
active Tarbert has a challenging ninehole golf course and a bowling green,
both of which are open to visitors.

The village hall and the harbour
amenity area host ceilidhs and visiting
bands. Sea trips and fishing are also
available locally.
There are several short walks around
the village. A stroll along the pier is
the easy option or a walk out past the
harbour office following the signs to the
White Shore. This leads you through a
part of the original Celtic rainforest.
The other direction leads you to the
Royal Castle of Tarbert, associated
with King Robert the Bruce. The Castle
Heritage Park has interpretation boards
and seats and further signs which direct
you to the community woodland and
community orchard.
Tarbert Castle is the start of the Kintyre
Way, the first stretch of which crosses
the peninsula to Skipness. From the
forestry road there are views across to
Cowal and, further on, to Jura and Arran.
During the summer you can visit
the Seafood Cabin and Skipness
Castle and return to Tarbert by the
afternoon bus. Tarbert Life will display
visitor information, bus timetables,
accommodation and useful telephone
numbers.

Art in the Heart of Argyll ...
ARTMAP ARGYLL is an artists’ collective which hosts an annual Open
Studios event over the last weekend in August, and some studios
also open during the following
weekend and the week between.
This is known as the red dot studio
trail and visitors are guided to artists’
studios by a network of numbered
red dots and direction arrows, travelling through some of Scotland’s most
stunning scenery on the way.
The event is an opportunity to visit
artists’ studios without any pressure
to buy work – although if you do fall
in love with a piece, then you have
the joy of meeting the artist and
seeing how the work is made.
In many studios there are oppor-

Duntrune Castle: Marc Pickering

tunities to try out the techniques
or crafts the artist employs and to
browse their sketchbooks to see how
they develop their ideas.
As well as artist studios the event
has seven venues which will host
mixed exhibitions of Artmap and
other artist’s work.
A brochure featuring the artists and
venues’ work with detailed directions
to their studios and a map of all the
studios is printed and distributed in
mid-June.
These are free and can be picked
up at any of the artist’s studios and
venues and at most hotels and B&Bs
in the area.
Artmap Open Studio dates can also
be found on their website.
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Places to Stay ... Bed & Breakfast / Hotels
Crown House Bee and Bee
www.crownhousebandb.co.uk
The 18th Century Crown House
Bed and Breakfast in Ford has
been a drovers’ inn, change
house, Forestry Commission
office and latterly, a private
home. Over the centuries it has
welcomed guests from unknown
drovers on the long trek to
market to the romantic poet John
Keats, who stayed there during
his tour of the Highlands in 1818.
En-suite or private bathroom.
They use local produce where
possible, bake their own bread
and, depending on the time of
year, their own bees will provide
the honey. Definitely a bee and
bee with a difference.

Dunchraigaig House B&B
www.dunchraigaig.co.uk
About one mile south of Kilmartin
in the historic Kilmartin Glen,
Dunchraigaig House B&B offers
comfortable, cosy, country-style
en-suite guest rooms in the
tranquillity of the glen. There
is free Wi-Fi but as they are
surrounded by wildlife, with a
resident pine marten and red
squirrels, red deer and otters and
woodland birds hopefully you’ll
be tempted to focus elsewhere!
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Kings Reach Vegan B&B
and Cottages
www.kingsreachbedandbreakfast.co.uk
A warm, welcoming place to
stay at the foot of Kilmartin Glen
with commanding views to
Dunnadd Fort, just the right spot
for amazing West Coast sunsets.
Kings Reach Vegan B&B is ideally
situated for exploring the heart
of Argyll. Their delicious breakfast
options are 100% plant-based,
but we guarantee you don’t have
to be vegan to appreciate great
cooking when you see and taste
it! All B&B rooms are en-suite. Plus
two semi-detached apartments in
the grounds for guests who want
to do their own thing.

Old Manse B&B
www.oldmansekilmartin.co.uk
The Old Manse Bed & Breakfast
in Kilmartin Village, this elegant
Victorian Manse offers large, airy
en-suite rooms and a relaxed
atmosphere. Ideally situated in
the historic village of Kilmartin,
on the Argyll Coastal Route and
National Cycle Route 78, and also
a short walk from the Kilmartin
Hotel with its charming bar and
great food.

Killean Farm House B&B &
Self-Catering Apartments
www.killean-farmhouse.co.uk
Just a short distance from
Inveraray, Killean Farmhouse
was built in the 17th century
and has recently undergone
extensive refurbishment. Set in
five acres of Scottish countryside,
the Farmhouse accommodation
comprises five fantastic pet
friendly rooms available for
booking on a bed and breakfast
basis. Each room is decorated
and equipped to a high standard.
There are seven self-catering
cottages, each coming on line as
their refurbishment completes.
Follow their blog to keep up with
progress!

Stonefield Castle Hotel
www.bespokehotels.com/
stonefieldcastle
The magnificent Stonefield
Castle Hotel is an outstanding
example of Scottish baronial
architecture. Built in 1837, the
Castle stands high on the famous
Kintyre peninsula, commanding
spectacular panoramic views
over Loch Fyne. In keeping with
its unique location and character,
many of the original period
furnishings have been retained
to complement the timeless
ambience that is Stonefield
Castle. The view from the Loch
Fyne Restaurant is as stunning as
the food!

Portsonachan Hotel &
Lodges
www.portsonachan.com
A splendid 19th Century familyrun hotel in a stunning location
on the shore of Loch Awe deep
in the #heartofargyll. You can
choose from four distinctive
styles of accommodation. B&B
hotel rooms; Lochside duplex
apartments; Coach house
apartments, some of which are
self-catering; or self-catering
in excellently appointed, large
private wooden lodges dotted
within the grounds. The hotel
is dog friendly and offers over
100 acres of natural woodland,
much of it bordering the Loch
to explore. The hotel’s Lochside
restaurant is also open to nonresidents and forgive the pun, has
Awesome views.

Crinan Hotel

www.crinanhotel.com
The iconic Crinan Hotel has
been the hub of the picturesque
fishing village of Crinan in the
#heartofargyll for over 200 years.
Sitting above the sea lock at the
North end of the Crinan Canal the
hotel boasts two restaurants from
fine-dining to the Seafood Bar
plus the Crinan Coffee Shop and
during the summer the amazing
rooftop private dining area Lock
16 is open at weekends. There is
something for everyone.
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Cairnbaan Hotel
www.cairnbaan.com
Situated midway along the Crinan Canal, the historic Cairnbaan Hotel
is the perfect spot from which to explore. The hotel was built in 1815
as a coaching inn for the users of the Crinan Canal and it continues to
provide charming accommodation and amazing food to travellers and
locals today. From amazing seafood, local produce, Sunday roasts to
home-made pizza and delicious vegan and vegetarian options they
cater for all tastes.

Caravans & camping
Port Bàn
www.portban.com
The remote haven of Port Bàn
Holiday Park near Kilberry on
the beautiful unspoilt coastline
of the Knapdale Peninsula
boasts panoramic views across
the Sound of Jura to Islay and
Jura. The caravan park has
static caravans to rent or buy,
you can bring your tourer or
motorhome, try glamping in
the cosy hexilodges; or relax at
the beachside campsite where
there is a separate camping area
for tents. There are
electric hook-ups for
tents, tourers and
motorhomes.
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Self-catering
Argyll Travel Lodge and
Backpackers
www.argyllbackpackers.com
The custom-built, friendly Argyll
Backpackers has adapted with
the times and now offers high
quality budget en-suite rooms
(sleeping 2-6) on a travel-lodge
room only basis plus a separate
‘Wee Snug’ self-catering flat.
The rooms do have some
configuration options including
access to self-catering kitchen
facilities depending on guest
circumstances – so give them
a call to discuss the options for
your stay.
Breakfast ‘to go’
bags are
available.

Barn Cottages, Crinan

Barr Cottage

www.barn-cottages-crinan.
co.uk
Kilmahumaig Barn Cottages at
Crinan are nestled in peaceful
countryside just a short walk
from Crinan and Crinan Harbour.
There are two sites to choose
from – North, Middle and South
Barn Cottages, three selfcontained self-catering properties
developed within the old farm
buildings or just over the hill the
newly renovated self-catering
cottage Rhuaglach with views
across Loch Crinan towards
Duntrune and the Crinan Canal.

www.barr-minard.com
Barr Cottage is a peaceful,
completely refurbished, selfcatering retreat on a ridge
overlooking Loch Fyne near the
village of Minard. The cottage is
part of what used to be the home
farm for nearby Minard Castle,
there are amazing views from the
grounds across the Loch to the
Cowal Peninsula.

Blarghour Farm Cottages
www.self-catering-argyll.co.uk
The stunning Blarghour Farm
Cottages by Loch Awe, Argyll,
offers you peace and tranquillity,
stunning views and plenty of
fresh air. Part of a 2,000 acre hill
farm the cottages have an open
outlook over Loch Awe and the
majesty of the West Highlands.
Two shepherd’s cottages and
the old barn & stable have all
been transformed to provide
the fabulous self-catering
accommodation that’s on offer.

Ri Cruin Holiday Cottages
www.ri-cruin.co.uk
Stunning Ri Cruin Holiday
Cottages self-catering
accommodation is a collection of
traditional properties in historic
Kilmartin Glen just a mile south
of the village of Kilmartin and at
the north end of the Moine Mhor
- the great Moss.
The Glen boasts a wide variety
of Neolithic burial Cairns and
standing stones, and the house
takes its name from Ri Cruin Cairn
which is situated just in front of
The Factor’s house. Choose from
the ‘wow’ Factors House, the
wonderfully named The Bullock
Shed or The Stable.

Holiday Cottages

www.holidaycottages.co.uk/scotland
This group offer a varied selection of self-catering properties right here
in the #heartofargyll. The Gingerbread House is a Victorian fairy-tale
property deep in Kilmartin Glen. West Winds and Seaholme are two
traditional wooden holiday lodges between Ardrishaig and Tarbert on
the shore of Loch Fyne and Anchorage View is a bungalow on the edge
of the popular village of Tayvallich overlooking Loch Sween.
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Seal - Heart
of Argyll

Waves at Corryvreckan - Heart of Argyll
Common Blue Butterfly, Loch
Glashan - Heart of Argyll
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Heart of Argyll Top Tips
■ Bring your camera and binoculars for wildlife watching
■
■
■
■

and nature spotting – including unique or rare species
Book ahead to visit our museums and custodians of
social history
Enjoy guided trips on water or land for a truly immersive
experience
Find perfect places to stay from castles to caravan parks
Enjoy a warm welcome and amazing food and drink

Urn, Kilmartin Museum
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Contact HoATA
Email: info@heartofargyll.com
c/o Port Ban,
Kilberry,
Tarbert,
Argyll,
PA29 6YD
Web: heartofargyll.com
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